
RESOLUTION NO. 9494 (2003 Series) 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO

MAKING CERTAIN ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS, ADOPTING A STATEMENT OF
OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS, AND ADOPTING THE SAN LUIS OBISPO

CREEK WATERWAY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, over the course of natural history, rain water runoff has cut a system of
gullies, creeks and channels into the land in the process of carrying these waters from the Cuesta
foothills through what is now San Luis Obispo to the sea; and

WHEREAS, European settlers established the City of San Luis Obispo virtually in the
center of this drainage basin and platted the land into privately held parcels without heed to
natural drainage patterns, dangers of potential flooding, or the need or desire for public access; 
and

WHEREAS, this drainage system has been and continues to be overwhelmed

periodically by large storm events that are now measured based on statistically reoccurring
intervals as 5 year storms, 10 year storms, on up to 100 year storms; and

WHEREAS, these periodic flood events erode and alter the configuration and location of

these gullies, creeks and channels doing great damage to both the natural and man- made
environment; and

WHEREAS, the most recently recorded major floods occurred in 1969 and 1973; and

WHEREAS, the flood of 1973 was so severe and caused so much property damage that
San Luiss Obispo was declared a National Disaster area; and

WHEREAS, in 1976 the City Council approved the draft Master Plan for the SLO Creek
Watershed (Nolte report prepared for Zone 9), with design standards and action plans to control

creek modifications and maintenance; and

WHEREAS, in 1983 the City subsequently worked collaboratively with resource
agencies and environmental groups and approved a more comprehensive plan to reduce flood

damage while protecting environmentally sensitive waterways ( the City' s Flood Management
Policy, aka " The Pink Book "); and

WHEREAS, this San Luis Obispo Creek Waterway Management Plan of October 2003
will serve as a guide for the present and future City Councils; and

WHEREAS, the City has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the San Luis
Obispo Creek Waterway Management Plan of October 2003; and

WHEREAS, the City has certified the final Environmental Impact Report ( EIR) of the
San Luis Obispo Creek Waterway Management Plan, thereby incorporating mitigations specified
in the EIR. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of San Luis
Obispo as follows: 

SECTION 1. Environmental Determination

The City Council finds that changes have been incorporated into the project to
mitigate or avoid significant impacts. These changes include mitigation measures

and project modifications outlined herein and set for in more detail in the

Programmatic EIS/ R, dated May 20, 2003, as amended with the Final EIR
Response to Comments prepared October 9, 2003 ( hereinafter referenced as the

Final EIR). 

2. The City Council finds that the implementation of the proposed project with
mitigation measures as identified in the Final EIR and as contained in the

recommendation to the City Council would have the fewest environmental effects
when compared to the other alternatives analyzed in the Final EIR. 

3. The City Council finds that the project as approved includes an appropriate Mitigation
Monitoring Program. This Mitigation Monitoring Program ensures that measures that
avoid or lessen the significant project impacts, as required by CEQA and the State CEQA
Guidelines, will be implemented as described. 

4. The City Council finds that the October 9, 2003 Final EIR was prepared in accordance
with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. A Draft EIR ( as part of the Programmatic

EIS/ R) was circulated for public review and comment from May 20, 2003 to July 14, 
2003. All comments received have been responded to ( including a response to the
National Marine Fisheries Service letter of comment directed to the EIS), and the

responses and any resulting changes have been included in the Final EIR. 

5. The City Council finds that the Category 3 /Capital Improvement projects were covered in
the Programmatic EIS/ R for the purpose of reviewing the whole of the proposed project
and for the purpose of determining which activities would be eligible for inclusion in an
Annual Work Plan for routine stream maintenance and management. There are

significant unavoidable adverse impacts associated with the cumulative project that

includes the Category 3 /Capital Improvement projects that would meet proposed. Design
Flows but continue to expose people and structures to flooding. However, the WMP
program activities and projects associated with flood management are determined by the
City Council to be superior to the existing policies and projects contained in the " Pink
Book ". The economic and social benefits to the community, by providing some relief
from flooding when and if Category 3 /Capital Improvement projects proceed forward, 
outweigh the need for the City to meet a typical, but arbitrary, 100 -year level of flood
protection. Through discussion of Altemative 3 ( Projects not Considered Feasible and

Not Evaluated Further) and elsewhere in the EIR and the administrative record, the City
Council has balanced the costs and potential disruption of meeting the 100 -year flood
protection standard against allowing for lesser design flow standards and spending on
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other public services and facilities. The City Council finds that the community is better
served by not applying the 100 -year flood protection standard to all major waterways. 
This Statement of Overriding Considerations applies to the policies regarding Design
Flow regulations and to Category 3 /Capital Improvement projects only. 

6. The City Council finds that the Category 1 and 2 projects will not significantly alter
flooding frequency, although they will assist in reducing the effects of flooding by
maintenance, management, habitat enhancement, and aquatic habitat enhancement. 

Category 1 and 2 projects, in accordance with WMP standards, will maintain existing
channel conditions with respect to flood flow conveyance capacity, and prevent further
deterioration of conveyance capacity. This would not change the level of flooding nor
adversely affect existing conditions. Therefore, the activities that would be permitted

under the Annual Work Plan are not necessarily contributory to flooding nor would they
significantly assist flood reduction. For this reason, the City Council determines that the
impacts of maintenance and management through Category 1 and 2 projects are not
significant and would not require overriding considerations. 

7. In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act, the City Council finds that
the preferred project may have significant effects on the environment but that these
effects will be lessened to insignificance by incorporation of the mitigation measures
contained in the Final EIR portion of the Programmatic EIS/ R. Therefore, pursuant to

CEQA Guidelines, section 15092( a , b) the City Council certifies that the Final EIR
portion of the Programmatic EIS/ R, dated October 9, 2003 ( including the Public Hearing
Draft dated May 20, 2003) has been prepared in accordance with CEQA, and approves
the project as recommended by Staff. 

8. The City Council further finds that the projects for which additional environmental
review would be necessary include all projects identified as Category 3 projects in the
Final EIR. Further action should not be taken on these projects until sufficient design

information is developed and submitted for review to ascertain potential impacts of these

actions on the environment and ensure that sufficient mitigation measures are

incorporated into that project design to reduce the significance of these impacts, including
the possible need to review the potential for statement of overriding considerations. 

SECTION 2. Waterway Management Program

The City Council makes the following findings concerning the three components of the
Waterway Management Program: 

Waterway Management Plan. 
The City Council finds that the adoption of the Waterway Management Plan provides for
a comprehensive guide to planning and management of San Luis Obispo Creek. The
management framework provides goals and policies addressing flooding, erosion, water
quality, biological resources, land use, societal values, public involvement and education
and interagency coordination. The Plan also outlines the preferred set of Capital
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Improvement projects that the City has selected to reduce recurring flooding problems
along the creek, acknowledging that all of them will require much more thorough
environmental review. 

2. Drainage Design Manual. 

The City Council finds that the adoption of the Drainage Design Manual provides the
tools for thorough design and analysis of hydraulic and hydrologic issues in the
watershed. The Design Manual guidelines address hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, 
open channel design, culvert design, storm water detention/ retention facilities, bank repair

and stabilization ( emphasizing biotechnical techniques), erosion control and revegetation
strategies. The Council also finds that the use of the drainage design tools by both the

City staff and the private development community will benefit the watershed by the
application of consistent principles and practice in order to reduce the effects of flooding.. 

3. Stream Management and Maintenance Program. 

The City Council finds that the adoption of the Stream Management and Maintenance
Program provides the necessary education, policy, and field procedures to ensure that
maintenance activities in the creek are carried out in the most environmentally sensitive, 
productive and efficient manner possible. The Council also finds that the procedures for

planning, implementation, reporting and documentation of maintenance projects through
an Annual Work Plan will ensure to the resource agencies and environmental groups that

all maintenance activities are carried out using the WMP program policies, design
standards, BMPs and mitigation practices. 

SECTION 1 Waterway Management Program Documents

The following documents are hereby approved and adopted, and furthermore constitute the City' s
policy for the administration and implementation of the Waterway Management Program: 

1. Waterway Management Plan, October 2003
2. Drainage Design Manual, October 2003

3. Stream Maintenance Management Plan, October 2003

The City Council finds that the Waterway Management Program includes all applicable policies, 
guidelines and program elements necessary to govern the City' s role in the management of San
Luis Obispo Creek waterway. 

SECTION 4. Repeal of Resolution Number 5138 ( 1983 Series) 

Resolution No. 5138, adopted on June 21, 1983 is hereby rescinded. 
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Upon motion of Council Member Settle, seconded by Council Member Ewan, 
and on the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Council Membes Ewan, Settle, Schwartz and Mayor Romero

NOES: Vice Mayor Mulholland

ABSENT: 

The foregoing resolution was adopted this 21" day of October, 2003. 

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Jon P. Lowell

City Attorney

a 
top

David F. Romero, Mayor


