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Substandard Housing Checklist 

 

 

Effective January 1, 2025, in compliance with AB 2533, the following San Luis Obispo Substandard 
Housing Checklist is provided for homeowners seeking to legalize an existing Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU) or Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU) that was constructed prior to January 1, 2020. Utilizing 
this process does not necessarily verify safety of elements not easily inspected without destructive 
methods. It is always recommended that a standard permit be pulled to ensure compliance with 
building codes and safeguard potential occupants and surrounding property. 

 

Substandard Housing Inspection Checklist (HSC 17920.3)  

A City Inspector or third-party licensed contractor hired by the property owner must ensure that all 
inspections comply with California State Housing Law and HSC Section 17920.3, which identifies and 
defines substandard housing conditions. Attached is a checklist of conditions to be inspected, though 
it is not limited to these where other life safety items may be identified in the field. Each subsection 
should be identified as being in violation or compliant and the method of verification should be noted.  

Please indicate the location and description of each identified violation. Methods of verification should 
be sufficient to prove compliance with each subsection. A separate document may be attached if more 
space is needed to describe verification methods and/or to attach photos – please include a note on 
this form for each violation in which descriptions are attached with clear references for each. 

Please clearly indicate any items identified in violation that require a permit for correction. No work 
shall be completed for those items requiring a permit prior to being addressed via the standard permit 
process. 

Once this form is completed, it may be submitted with the initial application or as part of permit 
resubmittal if a permit has already been initiated and review comments requiring the form have been 
provided.  

 

If opting to utilize city staff for inspection of the items on this checklist 
please contact the Code Enforcement Division at  

805-594-8188 or 

 code@slocity.org.   

mailto:code@slocity.org
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INADEQUATE SANITATION (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(a)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(a)1 

Lack of, or improper water closet, lavatory, 
or bathtub/shower in a dwelling unit 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)3 
Lack of, or improper kitchen sink 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)5 

Lack of hot and cold running water to 
plumbing fixtures in a dwelling unit 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)6 
Lack of adequate heating 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)7 

Lack of, or improper operation of required 
ventilating equipment 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)8 

Lack of minimum amounts of natural light 
and ventilation 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)9 

Room and space dimensions less than 
required by code 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)10 
Lack of required electrical lighting 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   
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Violation  Additional Information 

 

(a)11 
Dampness of habitable rooms 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)12 
Infestation of insects, vermin, or rodents 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)13 

Visible mold growth (excluding minor mold 
on surfaces that accumulate moisture as 

part of their proper use) 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)14 

General dilapidation or improper 
maintenance 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)15 

Lack of connection to required sewage 
disposal system 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(a)16 

Lack of adequate garbage and rubbish 
storage and removal facilities 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

STRUCTURAL HAZARDS (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(b)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(b)1 

Deteriorated or inadequate foundations 
  Location and 

description of 
violation 

  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification 
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Violation  Additional Information 

 

(b)2 

Defective or deteriorated flooring or floor 
supports 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)3 

Flooring or floor supports of insufficient 
size to carry imposed loads safely 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)4 

Members of walls, partitions, or other 
vertical supports that split, lean, list, or 

buckle due to defective material or 
deterioration 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)5 

Members of walls, partitions, or other 
vertical supports of insufficient size to 

carry imposed loads safely 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)6 

Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and 
roof supports, or other horizontal 

members which sag, split, or buckle due 
to defective material or deterioration 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)7 

Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and 
roof supports, or other horizontal 

members of insufficient size to carry 
imposed loads safely 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)8 

Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge, 
or settle due to defective material or 

deterioration 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(b)9 

Fireplaces or chimneys of insufficient 
size or strength to carry imposed loads 

safely 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   
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NUISANCE (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(c)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(c) 

Any nuisance as defined in Section 3479 
of the Civil Code 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

CA Civil Code § 3479: Anything which is injurious to health, including, but not limited to, the illegal sale of controlled substances, or is indecent or 
offensive to the senses, or an obstruction to the free use of property, so as to interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property, or unlawfully 
obstructs the free passage or use, in the customary manner, of any navigable lake, or river, bay, stream, canal, or basin, or any public park, square, street, 
or highway, is a nuisance. 

WIRING (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(d)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(d) 

All wiring, except that which conformed 
with all applicable laws in effect at the 

time of installation if it is currently in good 
and safe condition and working properly. 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

PLUMBING (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(e)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(e) 

All plumbing, except plumbing that 
conformed with all applicable laws in 

effect at the time of installation and has 
been maintained in good condition, or 
that may not have conformed with all 
applicable laws in effect at the time of 
installation but is currently in good and 

safe condition and working properly, and 
that is free of cross connections and 

siphonage between fixtures. 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification    Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 
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MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(f)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(f) 

All mechanical equipment, including 
vents, except equipment that conformed 

with all applicable laws in effect at the 
time of installation and that has been 

maintained in good and safe condition, 
or that may not have conformed with all 
applicable laws in effect at the time of 
installation but is currently in good and 

safe condition and working properly 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification   Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 

 

FAULTY WEATHER PROTECTION (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(g)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(g)1 
Deteriorated, crumbling, or loose plaster 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(g)2 

Deteriorated or ineffective waterproofing 
of exterior walls, roofs, foundations, or 

floors, including broken windows or 
doors 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(g)3 

Defective or lack of weather protection 
for exterior wall coverings, including lack 

of paint, or weathering due to lack of 
paint or other approved protective 

covering 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

(g)4 

Broken, rotted, split, or buckled exterior 
wall coverings or roof coverings 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   
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FIRE HAZARD (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(h)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(h) 

Any building or portion thereof, device, 
apparatus, equipment, combustible 

waste, or vegetation that is in such a 
condition as to cause a fire or explosion 
or provide a ready fuel to augment the 
spread and intensity of fire or explosion 

arising from any cause 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification    Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 

 

FAULTY MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(i)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(i) 

All materials of construction, except 
those that are specifically allowed or 
approved by this code, and that have 

been adequately maintained in good and 
safe condition. 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

HAZARDOUS OR UNSANITARY PREMISES (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(j)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(j) 

Those premises on which an 
accumulation of weeds, vegetation, junk, 

dead organic matter, debris, garbage, 
offal, rodent harborages, stagnant water, 

combustible materials, and similar 
materials or conditions constitute fire, 

health, or safety hazards 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification   Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 
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INADEQUATE MAINTENANCE (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(k)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(k) 

Any building or portion thereof that is 
determined to be an unsafe building due 

to inadequate maintenance, in 
accordance with the latest edition of the 

Uniform Building Code. 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

INADEQUATE EXITS (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(l)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(l) 

All buildings or portions thereof not 
provided with adequate exit facilities as 

required by this code, except those 
buildings or portions thereof whose exit 
facilities conformed with all applicable 

laws at the time of their construction and 
that have been adequately maintained 

and increased in relation to any increase 
in occupant load, alteration or addition, 

or any change in occupancy. 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification    Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 

 

INADEQUATE FIRE PROTECTION (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(m)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(m) 

All buildings or portions thereof that are not 
provided with the fire-resistive construction or 

fire-extinguishing systems or equipment 
required by this code, except those buildings 

or portions thereof that conformed with all 
applicable laws at the time of their 

construction and whose fire-resistive integrity 
and fire-extinguishing systems or equipment 

have been adequately maintained and 
improved in relation to any increase in 

occupant load, alteration or addition, or any 
change in occupancy 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification   Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 
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IMPROPER OCCUPANCY (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(n)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(n) 

All buildings or portions thereof occupied 
for living, sleeping, cooking, or dining 
purposes that were not designed or 

intended to be used for those 
occupancies. 

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

INADEQUATE STRUCTURAL RESISTANCE (CA Health & Safety Code §17920.3(o)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(o) 

Inadequate structural resistance to 
horizontal forces.  

  Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   

 

SMOKE DETECTORS (CA Health & Safety Code §13113.7(a)(1)) – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

(a)1 

Smoke detectors are operational and 
installed in every sleeping room, outside 

each separate sleeping area in the 
immediate vicinity (hallways), installed 

on every level of the dwelling unit, 
including basements 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 
Method of 

Verification   
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CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS (CA Health & Safety Code §17926 – remedy the following: 

 

Violation  Additional Information 

 

 

Each existing dwelling unit having a 
fossil fuel burning heater or appliance, 
fireplace, or an attached garage shall 

install carbon monoxide devices outside 
each separate sleeping area in the 

immediate vicinity of bedrooms 
(hallways), on every occupiable level 

including basements, and in bedrooms 
with fuel burning appliances in the 
bedroom or attached bathroom. 

  
Location and 
description of 

violation 
  

 
Method of 

Verification   Violation 
☐ 

Compliant 
☐ 

 

 

Owner Signature: ____________________________________________________________Date: ______________________ 

Owner Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________Phone: ____________________ 

IF THE UNIT IS CURRENTLY OCCUPIED, A REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE CURRENT TENANT MUST SIGN BELOW 
TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FORM. TENANTS MAY CONTACT CODE 

ENFORCEMENT IF THERE ARE QUESTION REGARDING THE ITEMS IN THE CHECKLIST. 

Current Tenant Signature: ____________________________________________________Date: ______________________ 

Current Tenant Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________Phone: ____________________ 

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IS REQUIRED 
  

Licensed Contractor Signature: _______________________________________________Date: ______________________ 

Licensed Contractor Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Company Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________Phone: ____________________ 

 
City Inspector Signature: _____________________________________________________Date: ______________________ 

City Inspector Name: ________________________________________________________Employee #: ________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________Phone: ____________________ 

 


