
WHAT’S THE
DIFFERENCE?
What’s the difference between 
county and city governments?

COUNTY GOVERNMENT CITY GOVERNMENT

Elected Board of Supervisors  
establishes policies & budget

Chief Administrative Officer 
manages operations

Sheriff (elected)

Public Health Officer

Provides health, homeless 
& social services

Collects taxes

Manages elections

Elected City Council establishes 
policies & budget

City Manager manages 
day-to-day operations

San Luis Obispo City provides:
•	Police & Fire
•	Community Development
•	Parks & Recreation
•	Public Works
•	Utilities (water, sewer and solid waste)

Specialized programs include:
•	Sustainability & Natural Resources
•	Economic Development
•	Tourism
•	Neighborhood Wellness
•	Parking & Transit

More info at slocity.org


