How Can We Help You?
City Resources for Historic Preservation
The Community Development Department has several sources of information that may be useful for
identifying, preserving and maintaining historic structures. The following resources are
available for purchase or can be viewed online free of charge at www.slocity.org/communitydevelopment/
longrange.asp.
* Historic Preservation Ordinance
+ Historic Preservation Program Guidelines
» The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
 Mills Act Program Brochure
California State Office of Historic Preservation
The State Office of Historic Preservation helps administers the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits for Commercial
Buildings.
http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov | (916) 653-6624

California Historical Building Code (CHBC)

The California Historical Building Code allows owners of a qualified historic property to use alternate
construction materials or standards than would be required under the California Building Code.
http://www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov/SHBSB

Contact the Community Development Department at (805) 781-7522 or http://www.slocity.org
Other resources for historic property information may be found at the History Center of San Luis

Obispo County: http://historycenterslo.org
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What’s New?

Updates from the
City of San Luis Obispo:

The City has received a
grant from the State Office
of Historic Preservation to
assist with the preparation of
a historic context statement.
A historic context statement
serves as the foundation
for preservation planning
and will become a valuable
component of the City’s
Historic Preservation
Program. The statement will
describe the broad patterns
of historical development;
identify important
development types; and
establish eligibility criteria
and integrity thresholds for
historic  properties.  Over
the next several months we
will be seeking consultant
assistance and your input on
this effort.

The next meetings of the
Cultural Heritage Committee
will be held on August 27 and
September 24 at City Hall,
990 Palm Street.
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A bi-annual insight into Historic Property ownership

Recognizing Historic Resources-A Mutual Effort

Although the City has an established Historic Preservation Program, including a
Historic Preservation Ordinance and Guidelines, and Cultural Heritage Committee,
community members are the backbone of this effort as they recognize, take pride
in and maintain the City’s historic resources. While the City’s role is to guide
cultural stewardship, it is the owners and caretakers of individual properties that
lead to the success of the program.

Property owners may ask to have their property listed as a historic resource at
any time, whether or not the property is within a historic district. Any property that
meets the City’s criteria for historic listing may be eligible. The criteria is found
in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance on the Community Development
web page at www.slocity.org. If eligible, listed properties may be placed on the
Contributing or Master list. A Contributing List Resource is a designation given
to buildings or other resources at least 50 years old that maintain their original
historic and architectural character, and contribute to the historic character of a
neighborhood. A Master List Resource is a designation given to the most unique
and important historic properties and resources in terms of age, architecture or
significance related to people or events in the city’s past.
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Corner of Higuera and Marsh in the mid 1930s
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hIStORIC JISTRICE SIGNS

~ The City’s Cultural Heritage Committee is considerir
: ‘designed to help identify the City’s i—listcérik Districts. Signs for the Mill $Ireet
& [ istoric Districts are already in place. The new signs will be

~ for the Downtown, Chinatown, and Old Tow  Historic Districts. To view all
proposed signs, go to the Community Development page at slocity.erq.
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artwork for new signs
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PLANNERS’ CORNER

QUESTION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A
CEeRTIFIED LocAL GOVERNMENT? WHAT ARE

THE BENEFITS?

ANSWER: InMarch, the City of San Luis Obispo
became a Certified Local Government. The
Certified Local Government (CLG) Program
is a partnership between local governments,
the State Office of Historic Preservation, and
the National Park Service meant to encourage
the direct participation of local governments in
the identification, evaluation, registration and
preservation of historic properties.

Becoming a CLG is an important tool for
the City of San Luis Obispo for achieving its
preservation goals. Now that the City is a
CLG, it has access to technical assistance
from the State Office of Historic Preservation
and financial assistance that can be utilized
to enhance the historic preservation program.
Funding is available to support important
activities such as survey work to identify historic
resources; preparation of a National Register
historic district application; preparation of a
context statement; or the update of a historic
preservation ordinance. For example, the City
received a grant from the State Office of Historic
Preservation to assist with the preparation of a
historic context statement (See pg. 1).

Come see us if you have questions!
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. | HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY UPDATE

The Historic Resources Inventory that commenced last

_ 4 year is now almost complete! The Cultural Heritage

\
D

N
1»

Committee has nominated more than 50 residential
properties to be placed on the City’s Contributing List
of Historic Resources in the neighborhood adjacent to
Santa Rosa Street on Marsh, Higuera, Pacific, Islay,
Pismo and Leff Streets. The survey area is outside of
the existing historic district boundaries. The nominated
properties will be forwarded to the City Council for final
action at a later date. Please contact City staff at (805)
781-7522 for further questions, or refer to the City
website for a complete list of hominated properties
at www.slocity.org on the Community Development
webpage.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE

“-1 The Cultural Heritage Committee is comprised of '
.1 7 voting members appointed by the City Council. |

This committee makes recommendations regarding:

addition of properties to the City’s Historic Resources
inventory; development involving historic resources;

.30 and, information about historic preservation incentives |

such as the Mills Act.

encouraged to attend!

Historic and Archeological Preservation activities; |

The Cultural Heritage Committee meets the fourth »
Monday of every month at 5:30pm in the Council |
Hearing Room of City Hall (990 Palm). The public is |
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DID YOU KNOW?

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT EYES ARE THE WINDOW TO THE SOUL
One could argue that original wooden windows are the soul of an old house. So why would
you replace them with vinyl windows and toss them in a landfill?

In an effort to save on
heating cost and reduce
their carbon footprint, well-
&=, intentioned homeowners
are often convinced by
replacement window
manufacturers  that if
they want to save money,
new windows are their
only option. What these
' manufacturers neglect to
mention is that studies
show most homes lose

| more heat through
inadequately  insulated
walls and roofs than

through wooden windows,
and that it could take a
century or more for an investment in replacement windows to
result in energy savings. Another consideration is that historic
wood windows are durable and easy to maintain with a little
patience and understanding. What can a homeowner do?

Many historic windows have been replaced because
they were drafty, operated poorly or were painted shut. All of
these problems can be alleviated at a fraction of the cost of
replacement windows. Proper weatherization will eliminate
the drafts and provide a smooth operating sash. Some minor

maintenance projects such as rope replacement and
lubricating the pulleys can be done at the same time.

Energy efficiency - Vintage and historic windows
can be made as energy efficient as new double pane
windows. Most energy (warm or cool) is lost as a result
of loose fitting sash. These problems can quickly be
solved using easily obtainable materials. With properly
installed storms and weatherized windows, you can
save money on energy and protect the value and
aesthetics of your original windows.

Ease of repair - Vintage and historic windows were
designed so that individual parts could be repaired or
replaced if damaged. Sash cords, weights, pulleys,
hardware and salvaged glass are readily available
online or at places like the San Luis Obispo ReStore.
Non-standard parts can be milled by local wood shops.
The sash can be removed from the window openings,
failed paint and putty can be stripped, missing or
damaged parts repaired or replaced, weather-strip
installed, and the sash reinstalled in good working order.
More often than not, windows can be economically
repaired, or fine-tuned to operate correctly for many
generations to come.

Questions? Come visit our knowledgeable staff!
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