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San Luis Obispo Fire Department
2160 Santa Barbara Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805)781-7380

IF WE CAN"T FIND YOU, WE CAN'T HELP YOU
Emergency responders lose valuable seconds, sometimes minutes, searching for houses that do not have address

numbers prominently displayed. To mitigate this problem and to allow emergency personnel to provide the best possible

service to its citizens, make sure your street address numbers follow the following requirements.

Persons having ownership or custody of buildings are responsible for posting address numbers.
  

The design, style, and shape of address numbers must render them easily readable from the street.

 

Address numbers must be displayed as Arabic numerals and must be a color that contrasts with the background color

which can be read easily from the street.
  

In cases where conditions (shadows, overgrown vegetation, building location,etc.) adversely affect the legibility of

numbers, the Fire Department has the authority to prescribe larger numbers.
  

Address numbers must be displayed on the building near the entrance. Addresses may be 
 required to be posted adjacent to driveways, alleys, walkways, or other access ways.

 

Minimum number size must be five inches.

 

WIDTH: unobstructed width not less than 20 ft (6.1 m).

 

CLEARANCE: vertical clearance not less than 13 ft 6 in. (4.1 m).

 

SURFACE: The access roads must be designed and maintained to support the

loads of fire apparatus and provided with an all-weather driving surface.

 

DEAD ENDS: When the road is more than 150 ft (46 m) approved provisions

for the fire apparatus to turn around must be provided.

 

GRADE: The angle of approach and departure along the road must not exceed

1 ft drop in 20 ft (0.3 m drop in 6 m).
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IF WE CAN"T FIND YOU, WE CAN'T HELP YOU
Emergency responders, including fire, police, and ambulance personnel, lose valuable seconds, sometimes minutes,

searching for houses, apartments, and other buildings that do not have address numbers prominently displayed. To

mitigate this problem we ask that you read these requirements and take the necessary steps to display your address.

Thank you for your cooperation.

DISPLAY REQUIREMENT

All structures that have a separate address must display their address number. if the location of the number or

entrance could cause confusion about which street is involved, the street name must be displayed with the number.

NEW STRUCTURES

The owner and builder of a new structure must display the assigned address number before the start of flammable

construction.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Within thirty (30) days after receiving written notification of an address change, the owner of an existing structure

must display the new number and remove all obsolete numbers.

NUMBER LOCATION

Address numbers must be displayed on the building near the entrance. Numbers must be easily seen from the street.

If the location of a building's or unit’s main entrance might not be clear, address numbers must be displayed where

they clearly indicate the entrance's location (s). Numbers painted on the curb, while a desirable feature do not satisfy

this requirement.

DIRECTORIES

When irregular layout of a multiple-address development might cause confusion about the location of an address

within the project, a directory board with a map must be posted at every driveway entrance and main entrance

walkway reached via that walk or driveway. Directories must clearly show the location of all addresses that can be

reached via that walk or driveway. A drawing of the directory fully dimensioned and showing the type and size of

letters and numerals must be submitted to the Community Development Department for approval. A building permit

may also be necessary depending upon size, type of construction, lights, etc. Directories must be easily seen from the

street or sidewalk, as appropriate. Driveway directories must be placed so that the car of someone pausing to read

them can be out of the street and not block the sidewalk or driveway. Additional interior directories may be required

where necessary to locate an address.


