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FIRE CLASSIFICATIONS

• Class A- involves paper, wood, and other ordinary combustibles

• Class B- involves flammable liquids, such as oil and gas

• Class C- involves energized electrical equipment such as power tools,

wiring, fuse boxes and appliances

•  Class D- involves combustible metals such as, magnesium

EXTINGUISHER LABELS

• An extinguisher labeled A:B:C may be used on all three of the most

common types

• Extinguishers labeled only for class A fires contain water and are

dangerous if used on grease or electrical fires

• A red slash through any symbol means you cannot use the extinguisher

on that class of fire

• A missing symbol means only that the extinguisher hasn’t been tested for

that class of fire

• Extinguishers are rated for the size and type of fire they can handle. For

example: 2A:10B:C

• The larger the number the bigger the fire of that type it can handle

San Luis Obispo Fire Department recommends an extinguisher for each floor of the residence and

more importantly a practiced family plan should a fire start. Make sure you familiarize yourself with

proper extinguisher operation.

HOW TO DISPOSE OF AN OLD FIRE EXTINGUISHER

Pressurized dry chemical fire extinguishers may be disposed by inverting the extinguisher so that

the discharge end is pointed toward the ground, pointing the nozzle in a safe direction, the

extinguisher gas can be expelled with discharging the agent. Once the canister is depressurized,

the unit may be discarded as trash.



Once the fire goes out, watch the fire area and be prepared to repeat the process if the fire re-ignites.
 Never turn your back on a fire.

Finally, have the fire department inspect the fire site - even if you’re sure you’ve got it out.
  

AFTER THE FIRE IS OUT

REMEMBER P.A.S.S
P- Pull the pin that unlocks the operating lever.(Some models may other release mechanisms)

 

A- Aim low. Point the extinguisher nozzle or hose at the base of the fire

 

S- Squeeze the lever above the handle to discharge the extinguishing agent

 

S- Sweep the nozzle or hose from side to side

BEFORE YOU FIGHT A FIRE MAKE SURE:

The fire is small, confined, and not spreading.

You have an unobstructed escape route.
 Everyone else has left and someone’s calling the fire department.

 Your extinguisher is right for the fire.
 You know how to use the extinguisher.

  

How to Use Your Fire Extinguisher


