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o MULTIMODAL CIRCULATION

6.1 Introduction

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area is adjacent to
existing developed areas, streets, and bike paths. As
such, connections with the existing urban pattern are a
key component of the Specific Plan. The City of San Luis
Obispo General plan puts forth the following performance
standard for development in the San Luis Ranch Specific
Plan Area:

Circulation connections to integrate property with
surrounding circulation network for all modes of

travel. (Section 8.1.4-a, p. 1-87)

Figure 6.1 Multimodal Residential Streetscape
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6.2 Multimodal Approach

The multimodal approach considers connections among
various transportation modes including walking, bicycling,
public transit, and automobile (see Figure 6.1). Figure 6.2
illustrates the multimodal access plans including transit
stops and bike staging areas that have been incorporated
in the site plan to satisfy the City's performance standard
for connectivity. Figures 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, and 6.6 break out
the circulation network for each mode of transportation
including bicycle, pedestrian, vehicular, and dog-friendly
routes. The remainder of this section discusses transit
facilities and pedestrian and bicycle amenities.

6.2.1 Goals

Consider connections among various
transportation modes, including walking,
bicycling, public transit, and automobiles.

Connect the street network within the Plan
Area to adjacent large capacity streets, and
design to lower volume within the San Luis

Ranch

Reduce automobile traffic and encourage
alternatives to vehicular travel

SAN LUIS RANCH | SPECIFIC PLAN | City of San Luis Obispo, CA | May 2017 Public Hearing Draft

6-1



Traffic Reduction Benefits of San Luis Ranch

- Less regional traffic

- Traffic decongestion due to Froom Ranch Way and Dalidio Road improvements

+ Neighborhood services and adjacent employment will reduce vehicle trips

+ Pedestrian and bike amenities will encourage people to walk or bike versus drive

- Improved access to transit facilities with new transit stop

- Compared to Measure J, the traffic impact from San Luis Ranch will be significantly lessened

Figure 6.2 Multimodal Access Plan
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Figure 6.3 Bicycle Circulation Map
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Figures 6.3-6.6 illustrate the considerable community
benefits of multimodal design at San Luis Ranch. Multiple
paths are provided, and designed for pedestrians, cyclists,
joggers, and dog walkers, as well as vehicular travel. An
emphasis is put on safety first, with three Class | bike paths
running on the main streets throughout the project, as well
as Class Il paths and sharrows on local streets. The bicycle
circulation network will connect the single and multi-family
residential areas with the Bob Jones Trail and a series of
loops that join the various San Luis Ranch Specific Plan land
uses.

Figure 6.4 Pedestrian Circulation Map
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Figure 6.6 Dog-Friendly Circulation Map
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San Luis Ranch's paths and streets will be open and
accessible, further increasing safety via wide visual corridors
and continual “eyes on the parks.” Whether enjoying
a walk, bike ride, fitness activity, or drive, scenic vistas of
the surrounding mountains and open space will allow
enjoyment of the best of what San Luis Obispo has to offer.
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6.3 Transit Facilities

San Luis Ranch will feature enhanced transit facilities and
a new transit center that will increase the accessibility of
transit to the area. A key purpose of transit amenities is to
de-emphasize the use of private automobiles as a primary
mode of transportation for the neighborhood.

6.3.1 Transit Facilities

Transit facilities in the San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area
will be developed with the extension of roadways based
on the land use concepts discussed in Chapter 2. Adjacent
San Luis Obispo Transit (SLO Transit) bus routes shown
in Figure 6.7 below will require changes to provide direct
access within the Specific Plan Area. Revised bus routes
and the creation and maintenance of transit facilities will
be coordinated with the City of San Luis Obispo based on
an analysis of expected demand. Access to SLO Transit
will also provide San Luis Ranch residents a connection to
the Regional Transit Authority (RTA) bus routes.

Figure 6.7 Existing Transit - Local Bus Route Map

6.3.2 Transit Center

The City of San Luis Obispo General Plan Land Use Element
puts forth a performance standard for the San Luis Ranch
Specific Plan Area:

Development shall include a transit hub. Developer shall
work with transit officials to provide express connections
to Downtown area (see Section 8.1.4-d, p. 1-87).

This Specific Plan proposes a transit center that will provide
direct transit access between the San Luis Ranch Specific
Plan Area and Downtown. Location of the proposed transit
center will be coordinated with SLO Transit and RTA (if
applicable) upon submittal of individual project plans.
Amenities of this transit center may include transit lane
turnouts, designated right-of-way area, shelters, benches,
access for the disabled, trash and recycle receptacles,
comprehensive signage, and real-time arrival-status
displays. If transit ridership meets specified demand
thresholds, direct Regional Transit Authority access will be
considered at this future transit center.

6-4
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6.4 Pedestrian and Bicycle
Amenities

San Luis Ranch Specific Plan pedestrian and bicycle
transportation concepts draw upon the idea of Complete
Streets. Complete Streets are roadways designed and
operated to enable safe access and travel for all users
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public
transportation users of all ages and abilities. The City of
San Luis Obispo General Plan Land Use Element puts
forth a performance standard for development in the San
Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area:

Site should include walkable retail and pedestrian
and bicycle connections to surrounding commercial
and residential areas (see Section 8.1.4-i, p. 1-87).

Pedestrian and bicycle amenities will be included
throughout the Specific Plan Area so as to promote walking
and bicycling to nearby daily-need amenities. Figure 6.3
shows bicycle circulation in a conceptual design. Figures
6.4 and 6.6 illustrate conceptual pedestrian circulation
and amenities.

Figure 6.8 San Luis Ranch Walking Proximity to Daily Need Amenities

Figure 6.8 shows a five and ten minute walk from the
center of the neighborhood. Within this short distance,
residents will have access to a wide variety of goods and
services.

In terms of pedestrian and bike amenities, the San Luis
Ranch Specific Plan Area will include the following:

Pedestrian connections that are fully separated from
the roadway and connect residential areas and
commercial activity centers

Pedestrian paths that extend through the open space
and parks

Safe and convenient pedestrian crossings, including
providing crosswalks spaced at appropriate intervals,
reducing crossing distance, and managing speed and
flow of vehicular traffic

Class I and Class Il bike paths planned to maximize
safety, as well as Class Il, sharrow lanes, and colored
bike lanes (see Figure 6.11).

Link to the Bob Jones City to Sea Trail.
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Pedestrian Facilities in San Luis Ranch

Sidewalks: Key sidewalk characteristics that affect pedestrian safety and comfort are width, alignment, and slope. Wider
sidewalks within mixed-use or heavy traffic areas act as a physical buffer from vehicular traffic and can accommodate more
foot traffic. Level, straight sidewalks provide the safest walking surface for residents of all ages and abilities. San Luis Ranch
sidewalks shall not jog or slope at driveways, and shall maintain a straight-line, level configuration so as to make safe and
convenient a continuous path of pedestrian travel.

Street Furniture: Street furniture such as benches and planters break the larger public realm down to the pedestrian
scale, and thereby increase comfort and security of walking.

Landscaping: Landscaping in the public realm contributes to the environment, adds beauty, increases pedestrian
comfort, and adds visual relief to the street. To optimize pedestrian comfort and safety, landscaping will complement the
built character, views and pedestrian movements.

Adequate Lighting: The quality of lighting is a critical factor in pedestrian safety and security during low-light times of day
and night. Lighting will be designed not only for vehicular traffic on the roadways, but also for pedestrians on sidewalks
and pedestrian paths.

High-Visibility Cross Walks: Crosswalk striping patterns with lines longitudinal to the roadway are more visible to
approaching motorists than the two transverse lines used on many crosswalks. High visibility patterns are especially
beneficial at uncontrolled crossing locations (i.e., where there are no stops signs or traffic signals requiring vehicles to
stop).

Pedestrian Crossing Warning Signs: Warning signs alert motorists that they should expect pedestrians at defined
locations or along roadway segments. Pedestrian warning signs also may remind motorists of the rules of the road.

Medians & Pedestrian Refuge Islands: Medians can take the form of raised islands placed in a street right-of
-way at intersections or midblock locations to separate pedestrians from motor vehicles. [f designed and applied
appropriately, medians improve pedestrian safety by allowing pedestrians a safe place to stop at the mid-point of the
roadway, enhancing the visibility of pedestrian crossings, and reducing the speed of vehicles approaching pedestrian
crossings.

Bulb-Outs and Curb-Extensions: Bulb-outs and curb-extensions can reduce the distance for pedestrian crossing
while still accommodating bike paths and on-street parking. Additionally, bulb-outs reduce vehicular speed and
increase visibility at busy intersections, increasing pedestrian safety (see Figures 6.9 and 6.10).

Figure 6.9 Pedestrian Crosswalks with Curb Figure 6.10 Residential Street Corner Curb
Extensions Extensions
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Bicycle Facilities in San Luis Ranch

Visible Bike Lanes and Sharrows: Colored markings or patterns on the roadway highlight the path of bicyclists.
The purpose of the prominent markings is to make bicyclists more visible to drivers and to let drivers know where
to expect bicyclists. Bicycle lane markings that clearly distinguish shared lane markings (also known as sharrows) are
used to indicate a shared lane environment for motorists and bicyclists. See images below.

Separate Bike Paths: Bike paths vary by the type of separation that is created between car and vehicle lanes of
travel. A Class | and Class Il bike paths provide a separated right-of-way for exclusive use of bicycles with crossflow
by motorists minimized. A Class Il bike path provides a striped lane for one-way bicycle travel on a roadway.

Directional Bicycle Signage: Effective bicycle signage provides guidance and destination information to bicyclists
and may incorporate a bike symbol, destination, direction and distance (if appropriate) into a single sign panel.

Bicycle Racks and Storage: Bicycle racks and storage generally fall into “short-term” and “long-term” categories.
Short-term bicycle parking accommodates visitors and customers, who are generally parking for less than four hours.
Long-term bicycle parking is meant to accommodate employees, residents, commuters, and others expected to
park on a regular basis for more than four hours. Long-term bicycle parking is to be provided in a secure, weather-
protected manner and location consistent with City standards. San Luis Ranch Specific Plan development shall
incorporate a combination of short-term and long-term bicycle parking to meet the needs of a variety of bicycle
users. The images below illustrate residential and commercial bicycle storage examples.

Adequate Lighting: Appropriate lighting levels along bicycle paths and around storage and signage amenities
increase the safety and security of bicyclists.

Bicycle Amenities: Bike Parking. Source: SLO 2013 Bicycle Transportation Plan
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6.4.1 Bicycle Transportation Standards

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan adopts bicycle
transportation guidelines set forth in the San Luis
Obispo Bicycle Transportation Plan as a means of
“promoting increased use of bicycles as a transportation
choice and encouraging bicycling for health, economic,
community, environmental, or other personal reasons".
Key bicycle guidelines and standards from the SLO Bicycle
Transportation Plan include:

Where cul-de-sacs are used in subdivisions, pedestrian/
bikeway connections and/or pathways will be
provided or accessible that allow access to the
appropriate through street(s).

Where competing demands for the use of the right-of-
way present unique challenges, alternative design
facilities such as colored pavement, bike boxes, and
buffered bicycle lanes may be considered.

Directional signs should be installed where bikeways
intersect, turn, terminate, or at bikeway connections.

New or modified traffic signals along designated Class |l
or Il bikeways shall include detection for bicycles.

Bicycle parking shall be provided whenever a new
structure is erected or enlarged or whenever a new
use is established which requires a total of 10 or
more vehicle parking spaces.

6.4.2 San Luis Ranch Key Bicycle Facilities

San Luis Ranch will contribute to the City's existing
bicycle network with several notable improvements. The
Specific Plan includes at least three protected Bicycle
paths, including along Dalidio Drive, Froom Ranch Way,
and through the San Luis Ranch Preserve and Trailhead.
A link to the Bob Jones Bike Trail will provide a much
desired community amenity, and will provide connections
to Laguna Lake Park and the Madonna Road Bike Path
(final alignment to be determined during environmental
review). Both safety and circulation aspects for cyclists will
be greatly enhanced throughout the Plan Area (see Figure
6.11).

City of 5an Luis Obispo

Bob Jones
City-to-Sea Trail

Figure 6.11 Nature Trail Design Adjacent to Prefumo Creek

QCEANAIRE
SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENCES

CREEK BED

OPEN SPACE SAN LUIS RANCH

RESIDENCES
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Figure 6.12 Conceptual Location of the San Luis
Ranch Specific Plan Area Bob Jones Trail Link

Tank Farn

Bob Jones City to Sea Trail

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan includes
the planned segment of the Bob Jones City
to Sea Trail (Bob Jones Trail) that occurs in
the Specific Plan Area. This section of the
Bob Jones Trail alignment will be determined
during the environmental review process, and
will be given to the city through an offer of
dedication. A portion of the trail is contained
on the Class | bike path on Froom Ranch Road.

Source: SLO 2013 Bicycle Transportation Plan

Figure 6.13 Conceptual Location of the Prado
West Bicycle Connection

Prado West Connection

The SLO Bicycle Transportation Plan puts
forth the need for a Class | crossing of Hwy
1017 between Los Osos Valley Road and
Madonna Road. San Luis Ranch Specific
Plan development shall consider as part of
the Prado Road connection, either a bicycle/
pedestrian only crossing, or a motor vehicle
crossing with both Class | and Class Il facilities.
The SLO Bicycle Transportation Plan looks to
provide connectivity from the planned “Prado
East extension to Broad” project, as a main
east/west connector across town to shopping
and, most notably, Laguna Middle School (see
Figure 6.13).  San Luis Ranch Specific Plan
development is only responsible for its fair
share of improvements in the San Luis Ranch
Specific Plan Area.

Source: SLO 2013 Bicycle Transportation Plan

SAN LUIS RANCH | SPECIFIC PLAN | City of San Luis Obispo, CA | May 2017 Public Hearing Draft

6-9



6.5 Neighborhood Traffic
Management Program

A Neighborhood Traffic Management (NTM) program
addresses methods of enhancing pedestrian flows,
slowing vehicular speeds, reducing traffic volumes, and
ensuring an efficient transportation network. The City of
San Luis Obispo is currently undertaking a series of NTM
programs to address observed traffic issues throughout
the City. The San Luis Ranch NTM strategies incorporate
elements of these plans. Moreover, because of less retail
development proposed in San Luis Ranch, San Luis Ranch
will generate less traffic volume than would be realized
under existing entitlements.

Pedestrian crosswalks and streetscape amenities are a
key component to enhancing pedestrian safety through
NTM.

The intent for pedestrian facilities in the San Luis
Ranch Specific Plan is outlined in Section 6.4. Other key
components of NTM are the slowing of traffic speeds and
reduction of traffic volumes. Traffic calming measures
undertaken in the San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area are to
be considered where traffic volumes and speeds exceed
maximum levels, as established in Policy 8.1.3 of the City's
Circulation Element. Froom Ranch Way and the completion
of its connecting bridge to the driveway of Dick's Sporting
Goods during Phase 1 will alleviate some traffic concerns
of the proposed street pattern. However, it may be of
specific concern in regards to the existing street pattern,
as it could serve San Luis Ranch neighborhood residents
in addition to Prado Road connection traffic. San Luis
Ranch Specific Plan Area traffic demand management
measures shall be coordinated with the City of San Luis
Obispo Public Works Department. A range of traffic control
strategies for San Luis Ranch Specific Plan residential
streets are identified below.

Traffic Control Strategies in San Luis Ranch

Narrow Drive Lanes: Reducing the width of streets can be an effective strategy for reducing traffic speeds in a
neighborhood environment. Residential road typologies with a road width of less than 20’ have been shown to have
substantial fewer collisions and slower traffic.

Speed & Warning Signs: A comprehensive speed and warning signage program works to calm traffic and slow speeds.
This can raise driver awareness of surroundings, provide a tool to meter and calm traffic (as in the case of crossing
beacons, Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons, and digital speed feedback devices), and serve as a directional tool.

Turn Restriction Signs: Signage that limits turning movements allows for directional control of traffic and neighborhood
diversion. This can help alleviate neighborhood congestion and direct heavier volumes to local collectors and arterials,
thereby liming neighborhood cut-through traffic.

Roundabouts: Roundabouts can serve as a traffic-calming feature in areas that have a need for traffic calming but do
not require formal stop control. Roundabouts slow traffic speeds and provide an opportunity for plantings, seating, and
play-based activities.

Speed Humps: Speed humps or tabletops serve as tools to reduce traffic speeds and increase safety in the neighborhood
environment. They decrease speed at critical junctions or crossings and allow for pedestrians to be at eye level with auto
traffic. They should be used strategically to maximize benefit.
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6.6 Street Network & Standards

The existing street network adjacent to the Specific Plan
Area includes a freeway (U.S. Highway 101) and arterials
(Madonna Road and Los Osos Valley Road). The large
capacity of these streets provides an opportunity for these
roadways to branch out to a lower volume neighborhood
network. Mitigation measures shall be employed to ensure
noise from the existing and proposed street network
complies with required standards.

The proposed street network within the Specific Plan
Area consists primarily of collector and residential streets,
enhancing of the City's existing street network and
surrounding mobility. Access to the residential areas is
provided on the south from Froom Ranch Way and on the
north from Madonna Road (see Figure 6.14).

IGURE 6.15

6.6.1 Collector Streets

Collectors are generally two lane streets with lower
volumes than arterials and provide for circulation within
and between neighborhoods. Separated bicycle lanes
are typically included where feasible. These roads serve
relatively short trips and are meant to collect vehicles from
local streets and distribute them to the arterial network.
The key collector streets serving the San Luis Ranch
Specific Plan Area include Dalidio Drive/Prado Road and
Froom Ranch Way. Figure 6.15 illustrates the proposed
cross section for Froom Ranch Way, which extends from
the southern boundary of the San Luis Ranch site to the
Prado Road connection on the north. As shown, this two-
lane collector is planned for a sixty foot right-of-way, five-
foot median, Bike Lanes, sidewalks, and parkways. Figure
6.16 illustrates the Dalidio Drive/Prado Road cross-section.

STREET SECTIONS
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Figure 6.16 Collector Street Cross-section - Dalidio Drive/Prado Road

SAN LUIS RANCH | SPECIFIC PLAN | City of San Luis Obispo, CA | May 2017 Public Hearing Draft

6-13



6.6.2 Local Street Cross Sections

Local streets provide access to individual properties, primarily residences and businesses, and connect to the City's
network of arterial and collector streets. These streets consist of two-way vehicular traffic with available street parking on
both sides of the street. Aside from Prado Road and Froom Ranch Way, most internal San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area
streets will be classified as local streets (see Figure 6.17).

Figure 6.17 Example Local Residential Street Cross-section
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6.6.3 Alleys

Alleys provide rear access to some of the smaller lots in San Luis Ranch. Figure 6.18 shows potential configurations of 15

and 20 foot wide alleys.

Figure 6.18 Example 20-foot Alley

6.7 Summary of Supportive
Interface with Adjacent Streets and
Paths

The street network within the San Luis Ranch Specific
Plan Area provides access to nearby neighborhoods and
commercial centers through connections with adjacent
streets and paths.

Chapter 4.12 of the project EIR lists many of the required
traffic improvements that aim to maintain adequate levels
of service within and outside of the project boundaries.
Several of the required improvements are listed in
this Section. For a full description of traffic mitigation
measures, see Appendix B.

6.7.1 Bicycle Pedestrian Pathway
Connections

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan will provide a key
connection of the Bob Jones Bicycle Trail. By implementing
a key link of the Bob Jones Trail, the San Luis Ranch
Specific Plan contributes to the regional effort to connect

downtown San Luis Obispo to Avila Beach. The Specific
Plan Area also contains interior bicycle trails and lanes
including a Class Il lane that connects to the future Class |
Bike Lanes along the Prado Road overcrossing, and Class
| Bike Lanes on Froom Ranch Way and through the active
linear park. These facilities are consistent with the goals
and objectives outlined in San Luis Obispo’s 2013 Bicycle
Transportation Plan and increase connections for the
City's existing bicycle transportation network. See section
6.2.1 for additional details on San Luis Ranch bicycle
and pedestrian pathway connections to the surrounding
circulation network.

6.7.2 Integration with Existing Street
Network

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area looks to
accommodate traffic generated by future residents and
businesses, while simultaneously enhancing the City's
existing street network and area mobility.

All farm access will be via Calle Joaguin and will be in
conformance with the Calle Joaquin Agricultural Plan.

SAN LUIS RANCH | SPECIFIC PLAN | City of San Luis Obispo, CA | May 2017 Public Hearing Draft

6-15



6.7.2 A Prado Road Connection

The construction of an overcrossing from the San Luis
Ranch site across U.S. Highway 101 via an overpass will
connect to the existing section of Prado Road on the east
side of the freeway. Phased construction of full interchange
is required per T-1(c) and T-8 (d-f). This overpass will serve
the expanded commercial and residential development
of San Luis Ranch and will provide an additional east-
west connection in San Luis Obispo that would reduce
congestion at the Los Osos Valley Road and Madonna
Road interchanges and route traffic to and from the
Airport Area via the Prado Road connection. The overpass
will also have a Class | Bike Lane. This improvement would
be constructed as a future project after the Specific Plan
is developed, and the Specific Plan would pay a fair share
contribution to the future construction.

6.7.2 B Froom Ranch Way

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan will also provide a
connection to Froom Ranch Way to enable access from
Los Osos Valley Road to San Luis Ranch and Prado Road.
The Froom Ranch Way connection will meet regional traffic
needs by providing a connection between commercial
centers while not bifurcating on-site or neighborhood
agricultural lands. It is planned as a two-lane collection
with turn lanes, a median, sidewalk, parkways, and a Class
| bicycle path.

The Froom Ranch Way bridge includes a new 2-lane
bridge over Prefumo Creek to connect the Froom Ranch
Way extension on the San Luis Ranch site to the existing
roadway section located south of the creek. This bridge
will provide a connection between the Specific Plan and
Los Osos Valley Road.

6.7.2 C Dalidio Road Improvements

The existing segment of Dalidio Drive south of Madonna
Road includes two northbound lanes and two southbound
lanes until the first access driveway that serves the Central
Coast Plaza Shopping Center, at which point the road
narrows to two lanes in accordance with traffic mitigation
measures from the EIR. Dalidio Drive will require widening
to its planned 4-lane arterial width from this point
easterly through the Specific Plan Area. Additionally, the
intersection at Madonna Road and Dalidio Drive will be
expanded to accommodate the added traffic, as required
by the City.

6.7.2 D Madonna Road Improvements

The existing segment of Madonna Road adjacent to the
Specific Plan contains two eastbound and two westbound
lanes. A right-in and right-out connection with acceleration
and deceleration lanes will be provided on this section of
Madonna Road to serve the residential units. This segment
will require widening to match the segments east and west
of the Specific Plan and provide curb, gutter and sidewalk
along the project’s frontage.

6.7.2 E Traffic Signal Improvements

The additional traffic will require maodifications to the
Dalidio/Madonna Road intersection to implement dual
westbound left turns.

6.7.2 F Emergency Access Easement

The San Luis Ranch Specific Plan Area development will
also include an offer of dedication for a 20" Emergency
Access Easement between Froom Ranch Way and Calle
Joaquin, and shall not bifurcate on-site or neighboring
agricultural lands.

6.7.2 G Roundabouts

San Luis Ranch may, as appropriate, explore the use of
roundabouts when connecting to the existing and planned
City roadway network. Specifically, a multilane roundabout
will be added on Dalidio Drive when appropriate.
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