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LANDSCAPING
RULES IN SLO 

Learn about the City of San Luis Obispo’s
Water Efficient Landscape Regulations

Water Efficient
Landscape Regulations

Resources

Utilities Department
Water Resources

879 Morro St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
www.slocity.org/water

UT_Services@slocity.org

https://sanluisobispo.municipal.codes/Code/17.70.220
https://sanluisobispo.municipal.codes/Code/17.70.220
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/Model-Water-Efficient-Landscape-Ordinance
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/Urban-Water-Use-Efficiency/Model-Water-Efficient-Landscape-Ordinance
https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
https://www.slowaterwiselandscaping.com/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/
http://cesonoma.ucanr.edu/files/27431.pdf
http://cesonoma.ucanr.edu/files/27431.pdf
http://cesonoma.ucanr.edu/files/27431.pdf
https://calwep.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LandscapeGuidebook.pdf
https://calwep.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LandscapeGuidebook.pdf
mailto:UT_Services@slocity.org


Statewide Water
Conservation Law

Submittal
Requirements

Benefits of Water
Efficient Landscapes

Enforcement

The Water Efficient Landscape
Regulations provide benefits beyond
water savings.

To create healthy, high-performing
landscapes that provide habitat, reduce
maintenance, save energy, and reduce
waste, beyond the City regulations,
please visit SLO County’s website:

Healthier soils and plants
Reduced irrigation runoff
Reduced pollution of waterways
Less green waste
Increased drought resilience
Smaller carbon footprint

Prior to landscape construction,
submit the following along with your
building permit application.

After the permit is approved and
the landscape installed, submit a
Certificate of Completion which
includes:

The City of SLO’s Municipal Code
17.70.220 addresses Water Efficient
Landscapes and will serve as the City’s
Landscape Regulations. Conformance to
these regulations is required to receive a
building or construction permit.

New construction projects
with a total landscape area
greater than 500 sq ft

The California law applies to any single-
family or multi-family residential, public,
institutional, or commercial project that
requires a permit, plan check or design
review and meets one of the following
size thresholds:

Project Information
Water Budget/Water Use Calculator
Landscape Design Plan, Plant Legend
and Specifications
Irrigation Plan
Hydrozone Plan
Grading Plan
Soil Management Report

Project Information
Certification that landscape
is built per plans
As-built drawings
Irrigation diagram showing hydrozones
Irrigation scheduling parameters
Landscape and Irrigation
Maintenance Schedule
Irrigation Audit Report
Soil Report

(if major changes were made)

 (if not submitted during design)

www.slowaterwiselandscaping.com

Rehabilitations of existing
landscape with a total
landscape of greater than
2,500 sq ft


