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DE V ELOPMEN T IMPAC T F EE S
New development in the City of San Luis Obispo is required to pay its fair share of the cost of the facilities that are needed
to serve it. The City manages this “fair share” requirement through its Development Impact Fee (DIF) program. There are six
categories of DIF fees – transportation, parks and recreation, public safety, water, wastewater, and general government. The
DIF program insures all projects, whether large or small, pay an appropriate share of the cost needed to fund important
community-wide infrastructure called for by the General Plan and implementing documents.

Transportation – Projects include major new roadways, like the Prado Road Interchange, and smaller projects
like safety improvements at intersections, pedestrian and bike improvements, and transit system enhancements.

Parks and Recreation – Projects include parkland acquisition, and improvements to facilities like the Ludwick
Center, Mission Plaza, and the Senior Center, as well as park improvements to Laguna Lake Park and other parks
throughout the City.

Public Safety - Impact fees will help pay for the cost of a new Police Department Headquarters and purchase
new vehicles to maintain current patrol service level standards as the City grows.

Water and Wastewater – Projects include the Water Resource Recovery Facility upgrade, major water supply
projects like the Nacimiento Pipeline, and other projects necessary to ensure the health and safety of the City’s
water supply.

Who pays development impact fees?
•

Any new residential & non-residential development

•

Additions and expansions to existing
non-residential development

•

Additions and expansions to residential
developments that paid discounted impact fees

•

Additions, expansions and remodels that result in
a change of land use

Overview of City Transportation Impact Fee
Program Costs and Funding Sources:
Regional Funding
$23.9 Million
Developer Contribution
$31.3 Million

Total
Project Cost
$271.6 Million

Grants/Other Sources
$23.8 Million
Existing Development
$49.3 Million
New Development:
$143.4 Million
Less Fees Collected:
$135.8 Million

Follow us on Facebook @slocity or find Community Development on Twitter @SLO_Community

COMMUNITY VISION
The City has a wide variety of infrastructure that is needed to accomplish the goals established in its various planning
documents. For example, the Circulation Element of the General Plan identifies a wide variety of transportation
projects that will help the City shift from single-occupant vehicle trips to other modes of transportation, including bike,
pedestrian, and transit trips. Other major investments are needed in the Downtown core, in our parks, and in major
public safety facilities such as a police headquarters and City fire stations.

In total, the City is planning to accomplish more than $600 million worth of infrastructure improvements over the next
20 years, and the total portion of that cost that is assigned to new development is $183 million. Two major
transportation projects that are being provided by development include the Prado Road Interchange and the Buckley
Road Class I Bike Path, both depicted below.

Prado Road Interchange

Questions? Visit www.slocity.org for more information

