our local

Wildflowers

“A world without open country
would be universal jail.”
— ED ABBEY

Each year our springtime brings a profusion of wildflowers.
When our surrounding hills turn green, it’s soon after they
appear dusted with yellows, oranges and other colors.
From the California Poppy to Mustard and the stately Yucca, the change of our
seasons bring about the changing beauty of our open spaces. But the spectacular
display of wildflowers neither begin nor end with the passage of Spring. All Flowering
plants have their own particular bloom period. The annual wildflowers appear first and
rapidly bloom, undergo pollination, and set seed before the dry summer can end their
life cycle. Look for Chinese Lanterns in Oak Woodlands and Gold Fields and Baby
Stars in open grass land. Perennial herbs can persist longer and into the summer
months before going dormant.
Late-blooming bulbs can be seen veiled on the dried grassy slopes where you’ll find
Mariposa, Golden Stars and other Lilies mid-summer. In the Chaparral surrounding the
City, Black Sage, Ceanothus and Sticky Monkey Flower all come into bloom to delight
the observant hiker. Winter-blooming shrubs are Chaparral Current and Fuchsiaflowered Gooseberry.
There are hundreds of wildflowers in our area that many can be found at any given
time of the year. Most have lived here since pre-Columbian times, but many have
arrived in recent years. The vast fields of mustard, the noxious thistles and the
escaped ornamental plants have contributed to our springtime palette of colors.

Gum Plant

Grindelia hirsutula

Club-Haired Mariposa Lily
Calochortus clavatus spp. clavatus

Twinning Snapdragon
Antirrhinum kelloggii

Tidy Tips

Layia platyglossa

Our open spaces are home to some
of the most diverse and unique
wildflowers found in the country.
Wildflowers exist here that can survive in
no other environment.

Palmer’s Monardella
(Monardella palmeri)

is unique to serpentine soils.

Uncommon Jewel flower
(Streptanthus albidus ssp.peramoenus)

is an inconspicuous flower found
on disturbed serpentine slopes.

Coast Indian Paintbrush

Palmer’s Monardella

Castilleja affinis

Monardella palmeri

Take your time and look closely at your
surroundings as you pass through them
to further enjoy your outdoor experience.
Wildflowers of San Luis Obispo, California is an
excellent guide to initiate the trail user to our treasures
that bloom. It was written by a consortium of botanists,
enthusiasts and photographers with a passion for our
flora and can be found at the Parks and Recreation
office (1341 Nipomo Street in San Luis Obispo).
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