Facts about the Unruly Gathering Ordinance
City of San Luis Obispo

What isthe purpose of the Unruly Gathering ordinance?

The Unruly Gathering ordinance is intended to pnéaad address gatherings on private property
which create aubstantial disturbance in a neighborhood caused by unlawful and disreptighavior.

What constitutes an Unruly Gathering violation?

You will be in violation of the Unruly Gathering @nance if you host a gathering on private property
that:
1. Involves 20 people or more; AND
2. The gathering involves unlawful conduct that creaeubstantial disturbance in a significant
segment of a neighborhood

What is meant by Unlawful Conduct?

Unlawful conduct which results in a substantiatutisance can include such things as excessive,noise
public drunkenness, serving alcohol to minors,tfigdy urinating in public, crowds overflowing into
yards, sidewalks, or streets, or similar unlawtihéviors.

| sany gathering involving mor e than 20 people an Unruly Gathering under this ordinance?

No. The ordinance does not prohibit gatherings ofarthan 20 people, as long as the gathering
doesn’t result in unlawful conduct that createsilastantial disturbance in the neighborhood. In,fact
many people host larger gatherings that are kegi¢mucontrol and do not cause a disturbance. This is
done through hosts being responsible, controllitgndance and alcohol consumption, talking with the
neighbors in advance, and ensuring guests aregaetspectfully of the neighbors.

What arethefinesfor an Unruly Gathering violation?

The fine for an unruly gathering citation start$a00 for each host of the gathering; there are no
warnings and no option for community service. Idiidn, the Police Department will notify the
property owner of the unruly gathering violatiomelproperty owner may be fined $500 if they allow
additional unruly gatherings to occur on their pap.

Can someone get an Unruly Gathering citation and a Noise citation at the sametime?

If an unruly gathering also involves a noise vidatat the same time, the hosts will not receive
citations for both. However, if police respond wtika gathering is smaller and issue a noise citatio
then have to come back later because the gathgmavgand became an unruly gathering, the hosts can
then receive an unruly gathering citation in additio the earlier noise citation.

For more information, please gowavw.slopd.orgor call Neighborhood Services Manager Ardith
Tregenza at (805) 781-7186




