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L Geology and vegetation

The South Hills are mostly serpentine,

a mineral formed on the ocean floor more
than 70 million years ago. As pieces of the
Earth’s crust pushed against each other, a mix
of rocks rode to the top, eventually becoming
the Franciscan formation that makes up the
Pacific Coast Range of mountains.

| | The chemical and physical properties

| of serpentine make the soil unsuitable for
I agriculture. Because most other plants can't
tolerate serpentine soil, native plants such

1| as bunchgrasses and wildflowers continue to
thrive in the South Hills.

Wildlife at South Hills

A survey of the South Hills identified

55 species of birds, 17 species of mammals,

eight species of reptiles, and three species

of amphibians as occurring or likely to occur
there. These numbers are conservative and

it is expected that continued survey work

Notable wildlife species observed at
South Hills include the red fox, coyote,
and several species of raptors including

r . red-tailed hawks, kestrels, and peregrine

falcons. Deer do not appear to stay in the
South Hills but do wander through from
time to time. Rodents are present in low
diversity and include California mouse,

deer mouse, vole, and ground squirrels.

will reveal more wildlife species in the area.
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L] Welcome to the South Hills O, L or MGG MW R e
| i South Hills Natural Reserve is part of the

|| J City of San Luis Obispo’s natural lands system.
u The blue-gray serpentine rocks underlie much
) of the South Hills, supporting high-quality
1] native bunchgrass habitat, many rare plant -l s oL IR v s
species, rock outcrops, and great views. TR 7 i PR R et 14-_-:__:3___ o L e
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) ' Spring wildflowers can be abundant, - el

' ."\ including the adobe sanicle, star tulip,
‘w '-.o
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/H’ \h Preserving nature

clay mariposa lily (bottom, right), Palmer ~ BESSEEEEEE S SR o e TR
spineflowers, California wild rose (left), ¢ ¥ el Su SIS * 2 - TR
and San Luis Obispo live-forever. k4 - ' '
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i Because of the fragile nature of this habitat, e =N o O e L 'ﬂ!ﬁﬁ_‘l&r&h'“
(| Ifid please stay on the trails. Hiking and biking are o) ‘ ) ' S
(1301 permitted on the Loop Trail, which is considered
i easy to moderate. The steep, rocky Ridge Trail is a
||' moderately strenuous hike. Bicycles are prohibited.
I Please clean up after your dogs and never allow
] them to chase wildlife. Smoking is prohibited
| | in all City Open Spaces. Take only pictures...
| | leave only footprints.
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VJ Enjoy your visit!
|

Wayne and Kathleen Gann donated the first L PR R S of SAN LTS OE1SFO
LY '?.5}:-:1:11!5 for the South Hills Natural Reserve can ) ] i e QFEH :SE‘?‘CEE .. ﬁ
| | I/l in1981. John and Carole King donated 54.5 4 vy i
N acres in 1993 and granted a public easement / N :
|I';I i .J on another 71 acres in 2007, bringing the
\ A | total current area to 133 acres.
| |'

LT The City of San Luis Obispo e - Ay L A e PO P TUAN S, el R TR P ol e
N is grateful to the Ganns and Kings oy . B ' i e

| for their community-spirited donation " o~ : o M e el o U e i e v

]r; 1 |. of this scenic and ecologically rich area, IR e T "

4! for the benefit and enjoyment of

[ wildlife, residents, and visitors.

il Y city of

il san Luis OBISpo




| and the property was sold after about three years.
i The grandstand remained as part of a baseball field
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A “Sensational Racing Romance” ]
| |
| South Hills’ main contribution to San Luis Obispo Wi
| history was a great view of the auto races w

held at what was known in
the early 1920s as
Exposition Park.

Paying fans could
watch the races from the

grandstand, but for those who e e e ALY |
didn’t wish to pay, the view from R PR I R |
“Cheapskate Hill” was just fine.

{ The racetrack was not a commercial success, - v & A lL=JENEL |

| for a number of years, and in time, 18 acres of the
| original 80-acre property became Meadow Park.
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§ 3 Sk ¥ . Tl | T) x T the Lare
] T Wl ol 4n Fack o 5 |:|'.h '\i.'I||I'|rH.|I‘|'"E.FI._5I"l. =
IT Ir |I_ﬂ I'\"".-I LE T -IJI!" o T LR !lF. o
i e kit 1 T i E . Iy L = ket - I Ay purs :
Fow 1] = Iny = .

st | amd o s vhe S Lem e |
£ “Sporthin Footh.” PemE & llﬂl'“_'ﬂlm';::l._., gm | Ul Jewr| ﬂngul_:-1§:“1 _rh.. b [|1|:n'|."-.':1'-‘-l'
e Sperling MO e sevimd furs, the stbering BT N Poacysrot M) et o Gl b proMmete 194
poweres IR lcnll'l o '.hlrs:ll.'{;ﬂm;:'-'ﬂ han'k and Home |fh=j|'"|={uj2“l;?;ﬂl 4] :umn|lrlf.1-'-:'1:=-|"—':|:'1:u"
ks, The et hiranced 0 e it anlinralih | bk and e R OUERT S 00 e ch fanaliey i fhroe
s o 50 e g i e 20 SOCERRE U g ey Al e SR
ey tracian f oLl TEAETL 7 | gy the Daily Telgram pepertes Ll R

- = b
paeth curt. Elarneas cumies (R <16

I oy WA ik ‘vhe et raring
puestngT oackenits Ll o e e dtﬁwf‘;‘]::?&:l' | “Tap v she prawe of H':* '.ﬂ'ﬂf:;,',d ll_lrnr ot | I
. frtiber s o “Thee Moel [ 2 v |k o whom Deskh om suD=sg § W Ert]
. et """—”'—T'"“T'E“'_"'J : "':l:p:f‘..' Fask :|:-||_-'. ot . 1 b g yRcE WAl (RIS
Ak beaet oo oo e s hiekd 4 the sipesty of an Lals Clospe. Here, local defeer Foad Luslisg b car seuer. befl, ae it gaunts :h-rr.‘.-uum:m'_-u- i i -'.|:,n.lfwmnr | Hag wigifyimg, e JOUNE W-EZ'ZJ-.& g |
anatier vacer af the oy of Rigoma ard Falm Sowets, Tar 1.In i e asn meachand e clan abree il et il teeln 25 e g Ve K g
Tt 1y : By Dullun] st irp et | 109 10 N s ihe taces i good |
I ks e -ﬂ caigiil the texi | Chsapansie Hill emaded LR |
. = “arHA il Gl A1
ok el the R € il 3 ||
| |
[ .'."-",-'I'F:—'_.—.—-— | lI
| IRl B | ] | I : | I I
[ [ [ [ | || | | | | | [ | | | | | I
| | | | | |
||y | ' | [ | | | 1 | | | | I
| | . | | | |
1



	SLO-SouthHillsNatural_WEB.pdf
	SLO-SouthHillsAerial_WEB
	SLO-SouthHillsCheapskate_WEB

