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Home is a habitat

Wide open grasslands and dark green patches
of coast live oak woodlands stretch across the
Irish Hills Natural Reserve, providing food and
shelter for many species of birds, mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and insects.

Froom Creek and Prefumo Creek meander
through the Irish Hills, lined along their
banks with mature native trees. Willows,
cottonwoods, sycamores, California bay,
and coast live oaks shade and cool
the water, providing habitat for
aquatic wildlife, including the
threatened southern steelhead.

The most widespread plant community growing
throughout the Reserve is chaparral. Dense
masses of shrubs include chamise, deerweed,
manzanita, coffeeberry, California buckwheat,
islay (hollyleaf cherry), bush mo ower,
toyon, yucca, wild cucumber, and black sage.
Some of the seeds of chaparral plants, such as

toyon, need at least 30 years of accumulated leaf

litter before they can germinate. Others require
fire or smoke to open their seed cases.

The serpentine soil common in this area supports

a distinctive plant community that can tolerate
the heavy metals and lack of nutrients that most
plants need to grow. As a result, native plants
have not been overrun by nonnative grasses and
crop plants, and hundreds of species of native
wildflowers bloom here throughout the year.
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Living in the wild

Mammals living in the Reserve include

deer, raccoons, skunks, coyotes, bobcats, and
mountain lions. Brush rabbits and rodents
such as gophers, California mouse, deer mouse,
vole, and ground squirrels form the basis of the
food chain. Birds of prey include kestrels,
red-tailed hawks (above left), golden eagles,
peregrine falcons, great horned owls, and

barn owls. Rattlesnakes live here, along with
tarantulas, alligator lizards, pond turtles,

and treefrogs.
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Welcome to the Irish Hills Natural Reserve

This 1,000-acre natural reserve is
the largest of our City's Open Space
lands. It includes high-quality native

oak woodland and chaparral habitat,
bunchgrasses, wildflowers and rare

plants, beautiful rock outcrops and
great views. A small stream supports

For years, local citizens with an
adventurous side have been drawn
to the Irish Hills for hiking and
sightseeing. The old Jeep roads and
cattle trails became a system of
footpaths and mountain bike trails.
Volunteers regularly work with

the southern steelhead, a rare fish. City Rangers to maintain the trails.
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Respect habitat, and enjoy!

Because of fractured rock formations,
steep slopes, and fragile nature of the
habitat, please stay on the trails while
you enjoy your visit to the Irish Hills.

Y city of

san Luis OBISPO

|

Brems Lae Prafems sl Madsees Trallbeals, |US o medevats i fietmis pacal
tar akawr sai mils. The lasd beeanien o pliness whess tralki are sy 16 Sadensts.

Froom tha Madomns Trafsd, KRG TRUL wed MARDPORA TRAIL frrm s
popalar lowp (1.0 milew) that by madersiy m rovos

From tar Feefume Trailod, B0G THTSTLE THARL snd MARTROEL TRAR
form stk pepsmlar leog, [ Kbl B i,

Al pehor tralls arw pvesidered surp (0 sderaie sereps for OCRAM TIEW TILATL
whirk ir coesi deesd rrewmna.

= : " Him Tear rmartphars st tie pag io s the
‘ . CHy"s Copen Bpece Maps on yoar phama,
y Lot o Lrvm g g mke

The OCLAN VIEW THAIL peaks in e Bi-acre FLE progerty, ademirtseed by
hh—dtﬂm-hﬂlﬂmimuﬁnﬂrﬂrm
wfrke baw nrvnr pusned intte privats swsssabip, Thes tn the goad raloticas
h_mﬂhﬂlm.-“hﬂml‘mﬂh

Thiit bl be thit o o Eha cldgn o o challong, bt tha e b o rlew B
extemdy (o ihe oteen  pery rors o Bim Lais Dlidigal

NATURAL
RESERVE




ARDACR

\RINN Irish Hills prospectors
e take a shine to chromite

1 | At least three small chromite mining efforts

| ‘ | occurred in the Irish Hills between the 1880s
)I | | and early 1900s. The remains consist only of
,| | the actual working faces, and waste dumps
III | of low grade ore. Small sheds probably existed
UEE R to store fuel, equipment, or explosives, but no

i larger buildings have been discovered.
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Mine Trall g o P, i L R N e s 'I




	SLO-IrishHillsAerial_WEB.pdf
	SLO-IrishHillsGeology_WEB
	SLO-IrishHillsNatural_WEB

