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a statement from John King, who was unable to attend the meeting . (Mr. King's lette r
and Ms. Hull's statement are on file in the City Clerk's office . )

John Conner, Chairperson of the Tourism Improvement District (TBID) Board, said he
would support Council's direction on this matter, although he and other hotels ha d
started collecting the assessments .

Staff discussed the noticing process, noted the need to establish a start date that woul d
be applicable to all hoteliers and that would be effective on the first of each month, an d
responded to Council's questions.

Following discussion during which Council commented on the noticing process, Counci l
concurred to change the start date to October 1, 2008, rather than September 1, 2008 ,
as was recommended in the staff report .

ACTION : Moved by Carter/Brown to: 1 . Introduce Ordinance No . 1520 (2008 Series )
amending Ordinance No . 1517 to change the start date for assessment collection t o
October 1, 2008 . 2. Direct the Director of Finance and Information Technology to
suspend collection from the period between August 1 to September 1, 2008, and to
refund any remittance of assessment for that time period ; motion carried 5 :0 .

CAO Hampian recommended that the TBID Board create a communication website o r
e-mail group for disseminating information so as to avoid communication problems i n
the future .

PUBLIC HEARINGS

1 .

	

HUMAN RELATION COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDED PRIORITIES FOR TH E
2009 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) AND GRANTS -
IN-AID (GIA) PROGRAMS .

Community Development Director introduced HousinqPrograms Manager Codron who
presented the agenda report .

Mayor Romero opened the public hearing .

No comments were forthcoming .

Mayor Romero closed the public hearing .

ACTION : Moved by Brown/Mulholland to, as recommended by the Human Relations
Commission, approve CDBG and GIA funding priorities for 2009 ; motion carried 5 :0 .
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2. GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND REZONE FROM R-3 TO R-4 FO R
PROPERTIES AT THE EAST END OF FOOTHILL BOULEVARD AND REVIEW ,
OF A TENTATIVE TRACT MAP TO ALLOW A 16-UNIT CONDOMINIUM .
PROJECT AT 1310 FOOTHILL BOULEVARD . (108 THROUGH 190
CRANDALL AND 1304 THROUGH 1476 FOOTHILL ; GP/R/TR/ER 200-07) .

Community Development Director introduced	 Deputy Community Development Directo r
Davidson who presented the agenda report and responded to questions .

Mayor Romero opened the public hearing .

CarolFlorence, Principal Planner with Oasis Associations, representing the owner o f
1310 through 1318 Foothill, and authorized to represent 108 Crandall and 190 Crandall .
She discussed the history of the project and spoke in suport of the recommendation .

Jan Howell Marx, San Luis Obispo, spoke in support of the projec t

Mayor Romero closed the public hearing

Vice Mayor Brown and Mayor Romero , spoke in support of the project .

In response to Council Member Mulholland, Community Development Director
Mandeville explained how the project was designed to eliminate conversions t o
unauthorized additional bedroom space and how the limitations on parking will wor k
against bringing in additional residents .

ACTION : Moved bySettle/Brown to, as recommended by the Planning Commission :
1 . Adopt Resolution No . 10026 (2008 Series) amending the General Plan Land Us e
Element map to change the land use designation for the site from Medium-High Densit y
Residential to High-Density Residential and approving a tentative tract map for 1 6
condominium units, and adopt the Mitigated negative Declaration of Environmenta l
Impact. 2 . Introduce Ordinance No . 1521 (2008 Series) changing the zoning from
Medium-High Density Residential (R-3) to' High-Density Residential (R-4) for the projec t
site and remaining R-3 properties at the east end of Foothill Boulevard and the east sid e
of Crandall Avenue; motion carried 5:0 .

3. APPEAL OF TREE COMMITTEE DECISION TO DENY TREE REMOVAL
REQUEST AT 4154 POINSETTIA . ,

CAO Hampian stated that his residence is within 500 feet of the property . He recused
and left the left Council Chamber at this time .

Public Works Director Walter introduced Urban Forest Supervisor Pellemeier who
presented the agenda report and responded to questions .
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Mayor Romero opened the public hearing .

The following speakers opposed removal of the tree :

Anna Lardon, San Luis Obispo . Ms. Lardon submitted a letter from her mother and a
petition from neighbors who also wanted the tree preserved .
Bob Morgan, San Luis Obispo
David Mark, San Luis Obispo

Devin Langley, representing the SummerhillS Garden Homes Owners' Association ,
appellant, explained that the Association is requesting removal of the tree because : 1) of
the highi costs to maintain the tree, 2) root pruning is a short-term alternative, and 3) the
Board has obtained four recommendations from arborists to remove tree because of it s
surface roots .

Jim Arndt, San Luis Obispo, Vice President of Association, spoke in support of removal o f
the tree. He explained that the tree in question is an alder, which is not on the Master
Street Tree List. He also discussed the costs for preserving the tree and submitted
photographs reinforcing his position that the tree should be removed .

Mayor Romero closed the public hearing .

Council Members spoke in support of retaining the tree .

ACTION : Moved by Settle/Brown to adopt ResolutionNo.10027 (2008 Series )
upholding the Tree Committee's decision to deny the tree removal request at 4154
Poinsettia Street, thereby denying the removal of the tree ; motion carried 5:0 .

CAO Hampian returned to the Council Chamber at this time .

4. APPEAL OF TREE COMMITTEE DECISION TO ALLOW TREE REMOVA L
REQUESTAT1374 PISMO .

Public Works Director Walter introduced this item, following which Urban Forest
Supervisor Pellemeier presented the agenda report and responded to questions .

Mayor Romero opened the public hearing .

Steve Camintii, representing Howard Nicholson, owner of this project, concurred with the
Tree Committee recommendation and offered to respond to questions .

RonRinell, Bunyan Bros. Tree Service, discussed the past removal of a supporting tree
and discussed the hazard which would exist if the trees are allowed to remain .
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Howard Nicholson, owner/builder, spoke in support of the recommendation . He referre d
to a letter (on file in the City Clerk's office) from the adjacent property owner, Brad Bilsten ,
who also supported removal of the trees .

Steve Delmartini said he was speaking as a proponent of infill housing . He encourage d
allowing removal of the trees and noted that enhancement to the site that would occu r
with the planting of sycamore trees .

Robert Mueller, San Luis Obispo, said that at the applicant's request he looked at th e
trees . He said that while he did not disagree that the trees may need to be remove d
sometime in the future, he disagreed with comments that the trees are currentl y
unhealthy and said that he couldn't find a stress crack .

Mayor Romero closed the public hearing .

Council Member Muholland disagreed with the Tree Committee's decision . She pointed
out that the trees are skyline trees, noted that because a tree is non-native does no t
mean that it does not have value, and said that she could not make the findings t o
remove the trees .

Council Member Settle spoke in suport of the recommendation, particularly because h e
agreed that once euctalyptus trees have been pruned, they are not as stable as they
were previously . He commented on the enhancement to the neighborhood with th e
planting of sycamore trees .

Vice Mayor Brown concurred with Council Member Settle.

Council Member Carter explained that while he concurred with some of Council Membe r
Mulholland's comments, he recalled that several years ago several of the euctaplytu s
trees in Johnson Park fell down during a storm . Therefore, he supported the Tree
Committee's decision .

Mayor Romero expressed concern regarding having euctalyptus trees in close proximit y
to housing and supported the Tree Committee decision .

ACTION : Moved by Settle/Carter to adopt Resolution No . 10028 (2008 Series) denying
the appeal of the Tree Committee's decision to allow the removal of two Eucalyptu s
trees and planting of four Sycamore trees at 1374 Pismo Street, thereby allowin g
removal of the trees ; motion carried 4 :1 (Mulholland opposing) .

Council recessed from 9 :25 to 9:35 p.m. and the meeting reconvened with all members
present .
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PLANNING COMMISSION'S ACTION TO DENY A REQUEST FOR A 0-FOO T
SETBACK FOR A 9-FOOT TALL DECK IN THE REAR AND SIDE YARDS, WHERE 5
FEET IS THE NORMALLY REQUIRED SETBACK, FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT
128 TWIN RIDGE IN THE R-1-PD ZONE.

This item was continued to a date uncertain, but no later than February 17, 2009 .
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BUSINESS ITEMS

6. SENIOR CENTER PARKING LOT SPECIFICATIONS NO . 90803.

Public Works Director Walter introduced this item, following which City Engineer Lynch
presented the agenda report and responded to questions .

Public Comments

Trudy Lindaman, San Luis Obispo, asked Council to reconsider this project because th e
park serves as a "yard" for the neighborhood and because she had concerns abou t
expending funds on this project .

Jan Marx, San Luis Obispo, also asked Council to reconsider this project . Her concerns
included the need for the park space, the cost of the project, potential damage to th e
heritage tree, and her belief thatthere needs to be an environmental assessment done on
the project .

Aqatha Reardon, San Luis Obispo, noted that she had spoken in support of this projec t
previously. She referred to the staff report and said that she had concerns that childre n
may climb on the boulders that will provide one of the buffers to the parking area . She
also expressed concern that there would be a break in the chain link fence between th e
driveway and playground . She suggested that with the change in seasons it might b e
feasible to delay the installation of the barbeque .

Marcia Nelson, San Luis Obispo, spoke in support of the project . She suggested ,
however, that Council consider making access onto Santa Rosa Avenue a right-turn only .

---end of public comments-- -

Discussing ensued during which Council Member Carter, Vice Mayor Brown and Mayor
Romero spoke in support of proceeding with the project . Council Members Mulholland
and Settle opposed the project because of its cost in light of the current budget situation ,
including the need to reduce the funding for Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects .
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During the discussion, a majority of the Council concurred on the following design issues :

• A wrought iron fence should be installed between the driveway and park (playgroun d
area) in lieu of a gate .

• The barbeque pit should be installed as part of the project rather than deferring it .

• Access onto Santa Rosa Avenue should be restricted to a right-hand turn .
• The boulders will be removed from the project .
• The seven decorative pedestrian lights should be used in the parking lot .
• Asphalt surfacing should be used in the parking lot .

ACTION: Moved by Carter/Brown to: 1 . Approve plans and specifications for th e
Senior Center Parking Lot Project Specification No . 90803 with conditions
recommended by the Architectural Review Commission with the exception of th e
chlorine building removal, bicycle parking, barbeque location, and pavement material .
2. Authorize staff to advertise for bids and authorize the CAO to award the contract i f
the lowest responsible bid is less than or equal to the Engineer's Estimate of $220,000 .
3. Approve the transfer of $181,000 from completed projects to fund the project ; with
changes noted previously ; motion carried 3 :2 (Mulholland/Settle opposed) .

7 .

	

BUENA VISTA & GARFIELD AT MONTEREY INTERSECTIO N
IMPROVEMENTS, SPECIFICATION NO . 90676.

Public Works Director Walter introduced this item, following which Senior Traffic Enqinee r

Hudson presented the agenda report : They and Deputy Public Works Director Bochum
responded to questions .

CAO Hampian commented on the achievement of getting property owner agreement o n
this project. He pointed out that this project is not be included in the recommende d
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) project cuts and discussed how this project will b e
funded

Public Comments

Terry Mohan, San Luis Obispo, explained that he would prefer the installation of sto p
signs on Monterey Street to slow traffic and expressed concern about the cost of th e
project. He suggested that savings could be made on landscaping and that a lighte d
crosswalk should be installed .

---end of public comments--

Council Members supported proceeding with this project in part because it involve s
public safety and because this is the gateway to the City .
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ACTION: Moved by Mulholland/Brown to: 1 . Award a contract to Brough Construction ,
Inc. of Arroyo Grande, CA, in the amount of $362,463 for traffic safety improvements a t
Buena Vista & Garfield at Monterey, specification No . 90676. 2. Approve a transfer of
$134,463 from CIP Reserve account to this project account ; motion carried 5:0 .
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS

Council Member Mulholland reported on the County's Water Resources Advisor y
Committee meeting on September 3rd and the integrated Waste Management Authority
Board meeting on September 10t h

Council Member Carter referred to his written report (included in the packet) on the statu s
of the Chamber's Economic Visioning Committee . He also said he is continuing to attend
the Downtown Association meetings on a volunteer basis .

Council Member Settle reported on the activities of the Student Community Liaiso n
Committee .

Vice Mayor Brown reported on his attendance at a recent Homeless Services Advisor y
Group meeting .

Mayor Romero reported on the recent Regional Transit Authority and San Luis Obisp o
Council of Governments meetings .
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

COMMUNICATIONS

CAO Hampian announced that the new trolley, purchased with grant funds, has arrive d
and would be in the parking lot on Friday at 10:00 a .m .

Council Member Settle said he was selected to serve at least for the next two years on
the Cal-LAFCO organization, which will be following what the State legislature is doing
related to financial and land use policies .
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There being no further business to come before the City Council, Mayor Romero
adjourned the meeting at 10 :12 p.m. .

APPROVED BY COUNCIL : 10/21/08




