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Notice of Intent to Adopt

Re-Circulation of a Mitigated Negative Declaration

The City of San Luis Obispo has completed the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
(IS/MND) for the proposed Pilot Program for Extended Open Space Hours of Use During Winter
Months, Cerro San Luis Natural Reserve. The IS/MND found the following environmental factors to
be less than significant with mitigation incorporated: Biological Resources. The project is located at the
Cerro San Luis Natural Reserve at 1000 Fernandez Road, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. The project
site is not included on any of the lists enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

The City of San Luis Obispo has acquired approximately 3,850 acres of open space lands comprised
of fourteen major properties held in open space reserve, natural reserve, agricultural reserve, or
ecological reserve status. These properties, collectively, feature a trail network of both single-use trails
and multi-use trails totaling over 50 miles. The Natural Resources Protection Program works in close
collaboration with the Parks and Recreation Department’s Ranger Service to form the “Open Space
Team” in order to ensure the highest care, long-term stewardship, and appropriate public use of the
City’s Open Space network.

Following citizen testimony in 2016 and a City Council study session in 2017, the City of San Luis
Obispo now proposes to implement a pilot program at its 118-acre Cerro San Luis Natural Reserve (the
“Reserve”) that will allow extended evening hours of use for passive recreational purposes along
approximately 4.9 miles of trails during the winter months when daylight savings time is not in effect.
The pilot program will take place during the winter season of 2018-19 (Sunday, November 4 to Sunday,
March 10) and 2019-20 (Sunday November 3 to Sunday March 8). Hours open to public use will be
between one hour before sunrise until 8:30 PM.

No change to the City’'s existing Open Space Regulations [Municipal Code 12.22, adopted by
Ordinance 1332 § 1 (1998)] is required to implement this limited-duration pilot program over the course
of two winter seasons:

12.22.050(B.): Presence in Open Space Lands Restricted to Certain Hours—No Overnight
Usage. Open space lands where public access is permitted shall be open to the public  from
dawn to dusk. It shall be unlawful to enter or remain within such lands between one hour after
sunset and one hour before sunrise of the following day without approval from the director
(emphasis added).

The pilot program, therefore, would be implemented under the Parks and Recreation Director’s existing
authority to approve additional hours of use pursuant to 12.22.050(B). All other provisions of the City
of San Luis Obispo’s Open Space Regulations shall remain in effect.

Ranger Service personnel will provide oversight and additional patrol of the Reserve during
implementation of the pilot program. Ranger Service and Natural Resources Program staff will deploy
an EcoCounter™ device to track frequency of human use and hours of use at the Reserve, and will
also deploy a new permitting system in order to ensure that use during expanded hours is



commensurate with existing average daily baseline use of 65 individuals. Four wildlife game cameras
(Bushnell or similar model), cover boards, detection equipment, and field surveys will be used to monitor
and track nocturnal wildlife composition, activity, and behavior. At the conclusion of the pilot program,
it is reasonably foreseeable that the City Council may elect to initiate a permanent ordinance revision.

Reference copies of the Mitigated Negative Declaration are available at the City’s Clerk’s Office, at 990
Palm Street, or by calling Robert Hill at 805-781-7211. These documents will also be available on the
City’s website at www.slocity.org. The required 30-day public review period for the Mitigated Negative
Declaration will be from Friday December 15, 2017 to Tuesday January 16, 2018. Anyone interested
in commenting on the document should submit a written statement to the City of San Luis Obispo, 990
Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401, Attention: Robert Hill, Natural Resources Manager, or by
email to rhill@slocity.org by 2:00 p.m., January 16, 2018.

The San Luis Obispo City Council will hold a public hearing on January 16, 2018 to consider the
adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration. Interested persons can access the City Council agenda
at http://www.slocity.org/government/mayor-and-city-council/agendas-and-minutes to locate the dates
of the public hearings for this project.





























































20. EARLIER ANALYSES.

Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, one or more effects have
been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or Negative Declaration. Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case a discussion
should identify the following items:

a) Earlier analysis used. Identify earlier analyses and state where they are available for review.

n/a

b) Impacts adequately addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of and adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

n/a

¢) Mitigation measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated," describe the mitigation
measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific
conditions of the project.

n/a

21. SOURCE REFERENCES.

1. Cerro San Luis Natural Reserve Conservation Plan; City of San Luis Obispo (2005)

2. Conservation and Open Space Element; City of San Luis Obispo General Plan (2006)

3. Open Space Regulations; City of San Luis Obispo Municipal Code Chapter 12.22 (1998)

4. Conservation Guidelines for Open Space Lands of the City of San Luis Obispo (1996)

5. California Department of Conservation, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program,
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/ (retrieved 08 September 2017)

6. Summary and Results of Wildlife Surveys at Cerro San Luis Natural Reserve, City of San Luis Obispo, California;
Terra Verde Environmental (2017)

7. San Luis Obispo Open Space Survey; Riggs et. al. (2015)

8. Nighttime Access Management White Paper Analysis; ERO Resources Corporation, prepared for the City of
Boulder, CO (2012)

9. Effects of Recreation on Animals Revealed as Widespread through a Global Systematic Review; Larson, Reed,
Merenlender, Crooks (2016)

10. Noise Element; City of San Luis Obispo General Plan (2006)

11. Safety Element, City of San Luis Obispo General Plan (2000; rev. 2014)

Attachments:

All of the above documents are included by reference and are on file at the City.

1. Location Map
2. Greenbelt Map
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ATTACHMENT 2

Greenbelt Map
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